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The considerations involved in a forum non conveniens determination as a basis for declining the exercise of jurisdiction 
include a strong preference or presumption favoring the plaintiff's choice of forum, particularly applied to resident 
plaintiffs, while lesser standards apply to the choices of nonresident or foreign plaintiffs. 


In considering the application of principles of forum non conveniens as a basis for declining the exercise of jurisdiction, ! the 
balancing of public and private interests” is subject to the weight the court must give to the plaintiff's choice of forum,” and more 
particularly the deference or preference afforded a resident plaintiff's choice of forum,“ the latter being generally characterized 


as a strong presumption,’ strong policy,° or substantial’ or strong deference for the choice of a resident plaintiff.® 


The deference accorded a plaintiff is at its highest level when the plaintiffs choice of forum is motivated by legitimate reasons,” 
and when the cause of action arises in the forum state. 1? Thus, before weighing the competing factors, the court must determine 
how much deference to give the plaintiffs choice of forum. t 

While the doctrine applies to both resident and foreign plaintiffs, 12 less deference is generally given a nonresident plaintiff from 


another state, 'S and substantially less is given a plaintiff from a foreign country. 14 
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When factors of convenience are closely balanced, the plaintiff is entitled to its choice of forum!> and the plaintiffs choice 
should rarely be disturbed unless the balance is strongly in favor of the defendant.!° The court will defer to the plaintiff's choice 


in a case when private interests only slightly favor dismissal and public interests weigh against it. Me 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


The presumption that a defendant bears a heavy burden in opposing the plaintiff's choice of forum is especially strong where 
the plaintiff is a resident of the chosen forum. Ansello v. Wisconsin Central, Ltd., 900 N.W.2d 167 (Minn. 2017). 
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